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JW: ... date is Wednesday, November the 28 th , 1984. Interviewee is Silas Mullens.
Interviewer, Jesse Womack. Okay, Silas, could you give me a little bit of background
about yourself?

SM: Okay. I was born in McDowell County, raised in Wyoming County. Went to school
at Plymale High School. Graduated 1964. Entered the Army in 1964. Was discharged
in 1967.

JM: Okay. What were your impressions of boot camp and basic training at the time you
went into the Army?

SM: At the time I went in, I was 17 years old and right out of high school. So it was a
very enlightening experience, because I was really a wide-eyed young teenager. And
everything was so new to me, that you didn't want to say anything. You was afraid
you'd get out of line. And for me, it was a very tough experience. But as I look back on
it now, it was a very meaningful experience .

JW: When did you know that you were going to Vietnam?
SM: We found out that we were going to Vietnam in April of 1966. At that time, I was
stationed in a depot in France, down in France, and we'd got our transfer notice to go to
Fort Riley, Kansas to be a part of the 3rd Division, which was a very big division during
World War II, and it was being brought out of mothballs and being revamped for fighting
in Vietnam. We knew then we were going to be transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas top
be trained in the 3rd Infantry Division to be later to be shipped to Vietnam.

JW: Okay, when you found out you were going to Vietnam, what was your reaction?
What did you think?
-1-

SM: I had no adverse affects. In fact, I thought it was an enlightening experience .
didn't look upon it as a lot of 'em. We had a lot of guys got out as conscientious
objectors or being the only surviving male member of the family, they were able to get
out of going and this type of thing. But it never dawned on me to get out.

I kind of

looked forward to it.

JW: What date were you first into Vietnam? And how long were you there?
SM: We left the 3rd Infantry Division was, we

in '66 in Kansas, Fort Riley,

Kansas, and we disembarked in October of 1966, airlifted to San Diego, or California,
where we were put on a ship. And twenty-two days later, November 17th or
thereabouts, somewhere along in there, we touched, we touched the Vietnam coastline
and disembarked.

JW: What was your first impression of the countryside or the city, cities in Vietnam?
SM: Well, the first thing I noticed that, when we first got on land, was to be glad to be on
land. Because when you've been on the seas for twenty-two days, and seasick, you'll
know what I mean. But anyway, the first thing I noticed was the heat. The heat just
engulfed you like a blanket. And the peasants were there selling pop and ice to the
recruits. And naturally in the back of all the recruits minds as we were loading up on
trucks to be transported to our orientation center, we, we thought the enemy was just
going to jump out behind any tree or any bush. But it was a safe area .
I believe the name of the town was, or

It was a safe area, but to the

green recruits coming off the ship for the first time, we didn't know what to expect. But
everybody was good , good, you know, you didn't see the fight or the fea r that you
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normally would think about_when you were getting in, getting ready to go into war or
into a war zone or anything like that.

atmosphere, everybody was

having a good time, drinking, buying cokes and stuff and loading up on them
and stuff like that. So uh .... but, you have to realize that a soldier in training, you are
trained to act that way. You can't be afraid or frightened when you're going into a
dangerous war time situation like that, because you end up getting killed . And evidently
it worked in my case, because I was the only one that can talk about it now.

JW: How were you treated by the people of Vietnam? The Vietnamese people?
SM: That was one of the big shocks that you get. When you leave the United States
and go into a third world country as Vietnam was and still is, they still are 200 years
behind the times. By that I mean, they have no indoor plumbing, they have no
electricity, in some of the areas they still build, have the

tubs, they still have the

dirt floors, they still have old vintage cars that are held together by wire and run on
kerosene. They still ride bicycles up and down the roads. Just some of their roads are
paved- the rest of gravel. And they're very backward . And uh, so the Vietnamese
people seen us as people of plenty. They sold-, they'd try to sell you everything and try
to make money.

JW: [inaudible]
SM: Yeah, all the time. Their idea was Americans were filthy rich with money. So
they would sell everything . They would sell everything from pot to ice to bamboo to
watermelon to peanuts . And they would even have their wives and sisters on bikes to
sell their bodies and this type of thing. Th ey would sell anything that they could sell to
,.,
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make money, they would try to sell it to the Gl's.

JW; Okay. What was, what was the difference, or was there any difference, between
the people that you saw in the cities and the people that was in the country?

SM: There was not too much difference. The only difference was their living styles. In
town, or in the cities of Saigori and maybe some of the other larger cities, they would
live in maybe more modern houses or apartment facilities. Whereas in the outlying or
the country, they were very more rural than they are in the city.

JW: Okay. You went to the-, you said you went to the orientation center. What did the
military tell you at the time was your main objective probably in Vietnam?

SM: Well, you got to remember at that time, there was a lot of adverse publicity in the
United States against the war in Vietnam. And we were orientated to keep a low
profile. [interruption of background noise] And uh, to keep us, to keep this low profile
and remember we were Americans and try to convey to the Vietnamese people that we
were there to protect them and give them a good impression of Americans and not to
be the war-mongers that the communist party or the communist regime was trying to
picture us to be. So, to mind our p's and q's and stay together in groups, and not to uh,
you know, go to sleep on your duties and this type of thing. And they tried to warn us of
all the guerilla tactics the Vietnamese would use to kill American soldiers and this type
of thing, so that we could not only carry out our duties as American soldiers and as a
peace keeping force, but also to keep our scalps .

JW: Okay. Did you ever see actual combat in your tour of duty?
SM: Well, you have to remember that, you have to remember that Vietnam was a battle,
-4-

the whole, Vietnam was a battleground . You might have a fire fight tonight, and
tomorrow

Okay, that was the case a lot of times. We, I remember we had a

fire fight one night which existed being mortared and machine-gunned from infiltrators,
and we were guarding an air base. And we had to fight off, which means ... l had never
saw the enemy that I shot at. Oh, I see 'em after they were captured, I seen 'em after
they were dead, and things like that. But I never actually seen the enemy that I shot at.
And I shot at Him many times. But uh, Vietnam was a different type of battle. You fight
in the day time and go swimming or whatever, that evening and not have to worry about
anything like that.

JW: Okay. How long, how long did this combat usually last, you know, when you did
see a fire fight. How long was most fire fights?

SM: Well, the Vietnamese fought a guerilla type war. It was never a long, drawn-out
day by day. It was usually, they would usually attack in the night and slip away in the
night. And usually they occurred at night. And the only time that you'll have a day time
skirmish would be if you were on day time patrol in the day time and went upon a group
of Viet tongs or some type of guerilla outfit out in the bush somewhere . Other than that
it was usually just a very short time.

JW: What went through your mind when you, you know, to tell young people today that
has never seen battle, what went through your mind when you got your first fire fight,
when you got to your first fire fight?

SM: Well, I can re member my first on e. We were, we were
the day was payday. And uh, we were all. .. .
-5-

JW: How long were you there when you .. ..?
SM: Oh, we'd been there about two months. And we were in there in bunkers at night
for protection. And all of a sudden, we became under heavy, intense mortar fire. Well,
our first main objective was to get into a post in the parameter. And we got there by
actually crawling. We crawled in our skives to get into the bunker. And you did not
have time to think. Now, during the whole affair, I never was fighting. But afterwards,
when it was over, then that was different. Then I did get real scared. But you're
conditioned and trained so, so to that you don't react in a scared fashion. But
afterwards, then, is when you became scared .
JW: Did you uh, did you ever have any dealings with booby traps or mines or snipers or
anything ever happen to your company?
SM: Not to me personal. But the uh, I had some of my friends that had to deal with
fungi sticks and the clay mines. We had an instance where we set up
[inaudible].. ...... ... . and the Vietnamese had slipped in and turned them around. But
we, so that when we set 'em off, that they would fire back against us. But we had, we
caught it and was able to change it around . But as far as being under sniper attack or
anything like that, no, I was fortunate. I never had to deal with any of those types of
guerilla warfare tactics.
JW: Okay. You often hear in the press, during this period of time, and today I guess, in
a way, that the Vietnam veterans followed a 9 to 5 war. You went out in the day on
patrol and went home at night and went swimming and watched movies and stuff. Do
yo u feel that this is fair, a fair statement?
-6-

SM: Well, I'm not saying that that didn't go on . We did watch movies at night. But

you've got to remember, I remember the nights that we watched movies. I remember
the one movie that I can remember, the only one I can remember was the The Flying
Nun. It was played at night out on the field with a 16mm projector and film set up right
out in the middle of a rice paddy and we set it up and ran a generator, watched a
movie, but we never got to end it because we came under mortar attack and we had to
shut her down. And if that was, you know, that

press, that may have been.

But the entertainment that the troops had over there was, you become augmented to
the fact that you find entertainment in a war zone whenever and wherever you can.
JW: Do you feel the soldiers in your company had a lot of morale?

SM: Oh, yeah, all of them were about 17, 18, 19 years old. And we all got letters from
home and cried, you know. We all went through the Dear John letter period, you know.
Your girlfriend just couldn't handle it any more. And a lot of our guys had tape players
and they'd get tapes from home and mother's who'd talk to 'em and daddy's who'd talk
to 'em and girlfriends and wives . And it would just, be a nostalgic period and we'd all
cry together and had a good time together.
JW: Was there a lot of racial friction in your company?

SM: lfthere was any, I never noticed it. No, we had quite a few Mexican Americans,

quite a few black Americans, there were quite a few Chicano Americans. But no, there
was no..... You're trained so much and you know that you depend upon each other,
that you don't have time for any racial tensions to take place. You've got too many other
things to worry about.
-7-

JW: So what company were you in?
SM: I was in headquarters and headquarters 5th mechanized infantry of the 3rd infantry
division.
JW: What part of Vietnam were you in?
SM: We landed at Vung Tau, which is a sea coast in South Vietnam. We were bussed
from there to Ben Cat, which was a in-stage completion stepping off point, where you
get orientated to the climate and orientated to what's going on and all these type of
things. And then the 3rd Infantry Division was responsible for the surveillance and
protection and uh,

of the Mekong River Delta. And that's where we were

stationed most of the time.
JW: Below Saigon?
SM: Yeah, below Saigon. The Mekong River Delta's right on the coast.
JW: Okay. Do you feel that the peasants, the Vietnamese peasants, supported the
Americans that were over there?
SM: When the Americans were there in their village, with their people, they supported .
Or when they left, they had to support the next group that came in, whether it was the
Viet Cong or whatever. And they did that for survival. They supported the popular
group at the time wherever they were at to be, to maintain their livelihood.
JW: How could you tell who were or who wasn't Viet Cong?
SM : It was very difficult. I know you say the Viet Cong were portrayed as wearing black
pajamas and all this type of thing . But you didn't. The only time that you knew that the
Viet Cong were the enemy is when they were shooting at you, and you shot back at
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whoever was shooting at you and they were the enemy. That's the only way you could
tell.

JW: Did you ever have any experience Silas, where you, where you friends with
someone and find out later they were VC or anything like that?

SM: No, I never had that experience, due to the fact that in Vietnam you never had the
opportunity to become friendly with the natives, due to the fact that you moved around
so much. They moved you around so much. And you moved around so much so that
the enemy could not get a fix upon your position, or strength, where you was at, for a
long period of time. So we never stayed in one place too long .

JW: Did the peasants ever help you locate any VC forces?
SM: The peasants always would report the Viet Cong, if they were hiding in their village
or nearby or whatever, if it was to their benefit. Now, not to me personally. But to our
outfits, yeah, they would report it a lot of times. Because the Viet Cong was seen as
the enemy to the Vietnamese. But you have to realize that they knew when we left and
we would eventually leave, that they would have to live with their neighbors. So, they
had to act accordingly.

JW: So you had to more or less stay there the whole time all over the country, in other
words, for their protection?

SM: Yeah.
JW: Did you uh .... what do you think, what's your opinion about the
Do you think they were good soldiers or .... ?

SM: Well, that's just like what you think of the American soldiers. Th ere are good ones
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and there are bad ones. Unfortunately, to my knowledge, there were more bad ones
than there were good ones. I thought that they ... they wouldn't stand and fight. Most of
them wouldn't. They would run. (JW: Why?) They'd just fade into the woodwork.
Well, they were not, they were not a trained military unit. They were just peasants or
people that were thrust into the Army, and had no training. The only training they'd
received was what the military, the American military give 'em.

So they were really not

rock-hard soldiers. But now, there were some units up north and some of the
units that were top-notch military units. But they were just some good ones and they
were some bad ones.

JW: Did you ever meet General Westmoreland or General Abrams or anyone that was
what we call a celebrity today?

SM: No, I never met any of them. I don't think I was even anywhere in the vicinity
where they were at. The biggest celebrity that I saw when I was in Vietnam, was Jane
Mansfield. And she passed in front of me riding on a track. That's the only celebrity
that I saw.

JW: Did you see Bob Hope or .. .?
SM: No, we never did get to see Bob Hope or Ann Margaret or any of those. We had
got .. .our luck, we always got to the place where they was at, after they left.

JW: What sticks out in your mind the most about any battle that you fought in now?
What sticks out in your mind the most?

SM: Well, nothing outstanding, really . It was, I ... I was there as a soldier, I was doing a
job and I was just doing my job the best that I could do. And I was waiting on a day
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that I could come home. And none of them impressed me any more than the others.
was scared . But you've got to realize, I don't want people to think that we was over
there... . Now, there was a lot of soldiers and a lot of bloody battles. And I never was
in really a bloody battle . I never was in a battle where some of my partners got killed. I
was in somewhere, I was there when they got killed after the fact. I can remember the
type of [inaudible] .... Vietnam was like. One day we were, we had a APC personnel
carrier with a driver and a commander, and a jeep and a commander, and a machine
gun. Well, I was on, I was the commander on the jeep and I was supposed to leave the
track. But for some reason, I got held up at

[inaudible] .. ..... to go ahead of me, which

it did. Well, they was about 50, 60 yards ahead of me. Well, when we went around the
bend, I heard this big explosion . Well, when I got there, the Viet Cong had exploded a
mine under the tank and killed both people in it. But there was no fire, no, no ...
(JW: No one to shoot back at) no one to shoot back at it. And I was fortunate, they
would have probably got the jeep. But I was behind. I had just had to change and be
in behind. And it was one of those things that happened. But Vietnam, there was some
bloody battles in Vietnam . But down in the south, where it was mostly guerrilla-type
activities . Not your full-fledged communist troops from North Vietnam . There was just
fire fights. Little skirmishes at night and pot shots during the day, and things like that.
JW: Try to catch you off guard .... How did , how did the soldiers pass the time when
they're not in combat? You mentioned awhile ago about the movies and so forth . What
did most soldiers do to pass time? Were there a lot of boredom, or .... ?

SM: Well, you had t.v. Vietnam and Saigon had it's own t.v. station . You got the same
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kind of t.v. programs, on a late basis. And if somebody had a t.v., we'd watch t.v.

JW: Was it Vietnamese or English?
SM: No, it was English. Joey Heatherton, she's big star now, she was on t.v. a lot over
there. We had t.v. People had record players and tapes and we'd listen to music and
play cards and pitch horseshoes and write letters home. And when you had free time a
lot of times, you'd take care of your own personal needs, like showering, getting a hair
cut, cleaning your own equipment up, getting your weapon cleaned . Just doing little
odd things around there. And you'd keep, you managed to keep busy.

JW: Was there a lot of free time?
SM: Oh, no, you never had no free time. They'd get up before daylight and you'd either
be on guard duty all day around the perimeter or if you had a job, like I was in the
ground surveillance unit, which run radar equipment. And we worked on that, or used
the equipment all day long 'til dark. And we pulled guards on different shifts through the
night. And it was a 24-hour a day, 7-day a week job like that. You never got a day off or
Sunday's day off. It was a 7-day a week job.

JW: Did you call home very often?
SM: Never called home. You could not call home from Vietnam.
JW: Okay. In your opinion , how bad was the drug problem among the soldiers? We
hear a lot about that.

SM: This is going to sound naive on my part. But where I was at, I never seen no drugs
at all, of no kind . Not one type, not one stick of marijuana, not one pill, not one hit of
coke or nothing . I never seen anything . The only thing, they would bring in these big
-12-

containers of beer every so often and sell beer to the Gl's or ....
JW: Who would? The Vietnamese?
SM: No, the American, the American command would, you know .... beer, you could buy

beer. The Gl's could buy beer and alcohol. But I never saw any drugs. Now, I'm not
saying that there wasn't any. But I never saw any, never heard of any. I don't think the
drug problem became a problem in Vietnam until late '60's, early '70's, when it became
evident that the American people did not support the war, that it became evident that
the Americans were not going to win the war, that they were gonna be withdrawn
without victory. And I think that started to playing a big problem in drug use.
JW: At the time you were there, did the soldiers actually, did the soldiers at that time

thing that they had a chance for a victory, that they would probably, you would probably
win?
SM: Oh, yeah. Because the American involvement on a big, large scale did not occur

until '64. And we got there in '66. And at that time, morale was high and we just knew
that we would win and go home at any time, you know, it'd be over. But it was not
spoken about. We did not get any flack from home about not being there and all this
type of thing. And I was fortunate at the time I was there, that it was not a very public
outcry against it.
JW: How bad, Silas, was the black market in Vietnam?
SM : The black market was there. And I guess we knew it existed . And everybody to

some extent.. ..
JW: Because the Vietnamese, like you said earlier, the Vietnamese wanted to make
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money any way they could, right?
SM: Of course, an American could go to the PX in Vietnam .. .let's say he can buy a

carton of cigarettes, ten packs for twenty cents a pack, which was two dollars for the
carton. Well, the Vietnamese could not buy 'em for less than a dollar a pack. So the GI
could go black market 'em for fifty cents a pack, double his money back, the
Vietnamese is getting a bargain and he's making money, too. And a lot of Gl's made
money that way. Sell and resell.
JW: What was your opinion of search and destroy, the way the war was fought?
SM: Well, you've got a lot of.. .l've read a lot about it after I was out and gone home.

But the search and destroy missions were a necessity. Now, naturally you see the
things brought about by Lieutenant Cally and these type of people that kill innocent
children. But you have to realize that things occurred like. ... I'll give you a 'for
instance'. One Lieutenant over there, very fond of children and the children flocked
around him continually. And he would give them candy or sea rations out of his pack or
little old trinkets that he'd get and stuff like that, and they loved him . Well, one child one
day give him a gift. And they all left and the gift exploded and killed him. The gift had
been booby-trapped. So things like that give the Gl's a very touchy opinion of things
like that, and they become very sophisticate at times. And it was out of selfpreservation more than anything.
JW: Eventually, Lieutenant Cally and Me Lei, did the massacre, massacre that got so

much publicity with him, in your opinion of what you heard and so forth, did that happen
a lot in Vietnam, or was that just a one incidence , or you know, was it, was there a lot of
-14-

frustration, you know, maybe around your area and so forth, that things like that did
occur more often than it was stressed.

SM: Well, one incidence, you're driving down the road in a convoy and all of a sudden
you become under rifle fire. Well, you shoot back. Then once you ...and you become
under attack, and once you shoot back and the fire fight's over, you go and police the
area to see what damage, and you find kids that's been killed and they've got rifles.
They were the ones shooting at you. Well, when you're getting shot at, you don't know
who's doing the shooting. And I, and things like that happen.

JW: Was there a lot of children or women over there that were, that were involved in,
with the Viet Cong that carried rifles and so forth and attacked the American soldiers?

SM: The Viet Cong used every means at their disposal. If it was children, they used
them. If it was women, they used them. Now, sometimes that was voluntary help. But
sometimes it was coerced, threatened. Family members, threatening them with their
lives, this type of thing. But they used anything at their means to get their desired
results. And that was to drive the Americans out of South Vietnam.

JW: How could the war have been fought, in your opinion, and the outcome of the war
had been different than what it was?

SM : Well, one thing about it. We, as Americans , went over in a policing action to keep
the peace. We should have went over there and done away with them. With the
military

United States at that time, they could have went over in less time

and brought the Viet Cong to their knees. But we went over there and tried to pacify
them and keep a low profile and it just didn't work that way. We went over there, we
-15--

went over there and fought a losing war, rather than went over there just to fight a
winning war.
JW: Did they tell you that that was a police action over there .... ?
SM: It was always. And one of the things they told us that to this day I did not

understand and I still don't, we could not fire our weapons until we got permission from
our commanding officers. That means that if we were fired upon, we had to get
permission to fire back. (JW: From who? Your commanding officer?) We had to call on
the radio and tell them we were getting fire and could we, do we have permission to
open fire in return. And a lot of people were stripped of their rank, and I almost got
court-martialed one night for disobeying the order. Because I just...you don't have time.
But you have to take the time.
JW: What was the purpose of that? Did they tell you?
SM: Well, again, the purpose of it was policing action. You were just. ...
JW: That was the purpose of that order, right?
SM: You were there to keep a low profile and to police the area and not start or engage

the enemy unless they engaged you. So, that's just like you don't hit nobody until they
hit you first. Well, if they hit you first, there ain't [inaudible]
JW: You hear about in the news

[inaudible] .... there are certain places they weren't

allowed to fly over, certain targets they weren't allowed to bomb, is this true in the same
text of what you're saying?
SM : Well, that could be true . I don't know any specifics that would substantiate that.

That could be true . Bombing was not a part of our military philosophy in '66. Now, that
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didn't come 'til President Johnson give them the okay. But later on, that could be, that
could be true . But I don't know anything to substantiate that.

JW: What about the helicopters? Did you make use of a lot of helicopters in your
searches and so forth?

SM: Well, in Vietnam the helicopters were the main tool to move equipment, to move
soldiers from one part of the jungle to the other part and to get out wounded. It was the
only method really of fast transportation in Vietnam. That's when the helicopter, really,
if you could call it that, the Vietnamese [inaudible]. .....

JW: Did the helicopter ... well, let me restate this question. Now, you're talking about
getting out the wounded. How long did it usually take for a person, let's say, was hit in
the field, for him to be in the hospital in Saigon? How long did it take by helicopter to
get, to get the medical treatment?

SM: Well, I've seen it take as long as 20 minutes to 2 hours. It just depends on the type
of fire you're getting, if the helicopter can get in, uh, how far away the helicopter is when
it gets the call, the terrain, can it get in and get out.

It just depends upon the situation.

JW: A lot of people I assume were probably saved that would have otherwise died in
World War I and II, and probably Korea, probably because of the helicopter being so
mobile.

SM: There's no doubt about that. That's one of the reasons. But another reason is a
lot of people forget that the medics in Vietnam were a lot better trained and a lot better
equipped than the medics in World War II and World War I. That had a lot to do with a
lot of the soldiers being saved.
-17-

JW: Did you have a medic in your unit at all times?
SM: Oh, yeah, we had a medical unit attached to every division?
JW: What type of clothing did he wear to differentiate him from the other soldiers?
SM: Most of the time they only way you could distinguish a medical was the bright red
cross he wore on the sleeve of his fatigues or the bright red cross on his helmet.

JW: Did the Viet-, did the North Vietnamese or the VC honor that as being a medic and
not fire?

SM: No, absolutely not.
JW: Did the medic carry a, a weapon?
SM: Right. Had to.
JW: Okay. Do you feel that the Vietnam was a mistake?
SM: No, I don't think a mistake. The outcome was a mistake, the way we engaged the
enemy was a mistake. But any time that communist aggression affects another part of
the world and we don't act accordingly to stamp it out, then eventually it's gonna affect
us on our own doorsteps. So we have to meet aggression wherever aggression's at.

JW: And you feel in Vietnam we didn't meet aggression in the right manor?
SM: Right, I thought our action was appropriate, but we did not get the desired results .
And we got the results that we deserved. Because we did not fight a winning war. We
fought a losing war.

JW: Okay. How were you treated when you arrived back into the United States?
SM: Well, at, at ... l was discharged in June of '67 from [inaudible] .... California. And at
that time, the opinion of the American people had not really turned against the Vietnam
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war. Now, naturally I was discharged, I got on a plane and went to San Francisco, and
Los Angeles and to Charleston and I came home. And I got here in Pineville, West
Virginia in June of '67, and uh ... there was quite a few people that didn't even know that
I was in the service. And had been gone for three years. I graduated at 17, I come
back at 20, and uh ... no, there was no difference. Nobody treated me as a hero, nobody
treated me as an enemy. Nobody asked me to reiterate any war stories or anything like
that. It was just an accepted part of rural America. The son goes off to war and he
comes back home and he picks up his life and everything's okay. It disturbs me
sometimes to see the other Vietnam veterans that returned an all the troubles that
they're having. But it has not affected me any. I don't have any adverse affects, Agent
Orange or anything like that, or nothing of that. But to get back to the question, though,
nothing was any different when I came home as when I left.

JW: Do you think that being from Southern West Virginia, being in the rural area that
we are, that, that people have a tendency, I guess this would be the right word to use,
more patriotic [inaudible] ... other part of the country, as far as going off to work, as far as
you're doing this for your country, etc.?

SM: Oh, there's no doubt about it. I mean, I never thought anything about going to
Vietnam. I had some guys that objected to it or in my company that didn't want to go,
that got out of it any way they could. But I never did. And I don't think anybody from
out county ever did. And I've never heard anybody from Wyoming County even
adversely downed the Vietnam War. We served, we did our job, we come home and
we done our patriotic duty.
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END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2
JW: Okay. What, what do you think about Vietnam veteran movies ... that are being

suddenly hitting the theaters? Are they accurate? Are they not accurate? What's your
opinion of the movies?

SM: Well, I just seen one the other-, this past week, called Missing in Action. And as
the movie was unfolding, I told my wife that we had four and five more of the leading
men there in Vietnam, why, we'd have won the war hands down! I think they glorify it.
They do it for entertainment. And uh, they get some of it right. In the movie Missing in
Action. that was just the latest one I saw. I saw Green Beret, which was more they
direct approach to it. They got the uh, the get the basics of it, the brutality of the Viet
cong and this type of thing. But they're kind of glorified Hollywood productions. And
they missed the point of it, I think.
JW: Do you think the young person today watching the movie that wasn't born during

the Vietnam era would get the wrong idea of the war, [inaudible] .... movies for their
judgment?

SM: Oh, true. The Vietnam movies today about Vietnam, the only two that I've seen
that I can recall were Green Beret and Missing in Action. They kind of glorify it, just like
they do World War II and these type of movies. They kind of glorify it a little bit.
JW: How often do you think of Vietnam today?

SM : Well, just. ..it hardly ever enters my mind, accept when something's brought up that
I can relate to, or you're telling an old war story to a buddy, or like our assistant principal
here was in Vietnam, and you talk about things like that. And other than that, I have no
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adverse affect. I have no bad memories, I don't have nightmares. I don't think of all the
people I that I shot at, or if I killed somebody .. ... There's a thing in the news now about
the Asian-American children left there. I don't have any problems about that. And
uh .. .so I had no adverse affects from it.

JW: Okay. How severe did you think Agent Orange was? You mentioned that earlier.
That was in the news quite a bit any more. Do you think that was severe or it wasn't
severe or....

SM: Well, I think at the time the soldiers were over there, they didn't pay no attention to
it because they didn't know it was being used . And I think the media in the United
States now has made such a dramatic thing out of it that.. . I know the lawsuit.... I got a
thing in the mail about the lawsuit, that if I had any claims against the government for
that, and to submit them and I would get my money. I took the thing and tore it up.
don't want the government's money. Even if I had it, which I don't. But you'd be
surprised at the people who do.

JW: If you had to do it over again, would you still win?

SM: Oh, yeah, if my, if my, if right now the United States went to war and I was called
into active duty, I'd go.

JW: Do you think that the people who went to Canada should have been pardoned by
President Carter?

SM: That's hard to say . Because I think that each one that went had a different reason .
I think there were some that went that were just pure cowards and didn't want to serve,
didn't want die, they were scared. But I think there were some that were genuine , like
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conscientious objectors on religious grounds, and they really believed and were sincere
in their beliefs. If that be the case, then yes.

JW: How did you feel when Vietnam finally fell to the communist in April of 1975?
SM: Well, it was kindly .. .[audio difficulties]. ... preserve peace and then all of a sudden,
it just fell and we lost. And it was the first time the United States ever lost a war. But
other than that, I never paid a whole lot of attention to it.

JW: How did you feel about the boat people coming over?
SM: Well, I could sympathize with them. They're all wanting to escape the persecution
of the communists and the futility of the communists and uh, and they were seeking
asylum anywhere they could . And I don't blame 'em for that. Unfortunately, they all
tried to come to the United States and we just kind of accepted everybody with open
arms and we just don't have the facilities or the wherewithal now to take care of
[inaudible) ... .

JW: How do you think the South Vietnamese could have won the war? Or could have
stopped being taken over in 1975?

SM: Well, there was no way they could keep from being taken over by the North
Vietnamese, unless the United States helped prevent it. But the United States did not
want a global war to take-, they did not want to confront the communists at that
particular time. And they felt like the only way to save face was to
and let the communists take it over. If we had not, if we had fought that war like a war,
then we would have won.

JW: So you think the term Vietnam War, is really a mis, a misused term if it wasn't a
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war, right?
SM: Right. It was a police action on the part of the United States . Now, it was an all

out war by the communists. They did everything they could. And finally, we started to
fight a desert war but we waited too long.

JW: Do you think that, that the United States really ever lost while they were there,
when they engaged the communists? Or do you think they won most of the time?
SM: Any time that the United States military engaged the communists, the United

States won. They come away. In other words, [inaudible]. ... were a lot more enemy
than other Americans. That Americans suffered ... ! think the United States suffered
more out of the loss of Vietnam politically than they did militarily.

JW: Do you 1 think, Silas, that the Jane Fondas, the people, the Humphrey's, the people
protested against the war on the streets in America, do you think that hurt the war effort
on the part of United States, with all the pressure?
SM: Oh, that probably led to it. Because any time the American people are against it,

the powers that be in Washington are gonna definitely look into it. And I think the
president and Congress looked into it and they seen the American people were against
the war, the soldiers were against the war at that time, and they were getting so much
flack from everywhere else that they decided the best thing to do is pull back. And
that's what they done.

JW: Do you believe that the United States should have intervened in 1975 to save
Vietnam again?

SM: Once they pulled out, they should not have intervened . Just stay out.
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JW: What does ... what is your impression of the new Vietnam veterans role in
Washington?

SM: Well, the only thing I know of is what I've seen on t.v. And I think it's a, I think it's a
step by the government now to try to undo some wrongs that were done to the veterans
in the early days of the '?O's.

Right after the fall of Vietnam. I think the veterans were

unduly treated by the American people, by the American press, even by the federal
government. I think the monument or memorial now, is a step to rectify that situation .

JW: Do you think it serves its purpose?
SM: I think there's something should be erected to honor those that gave their lives.
Because they gave their lives for the preservation of democracy, as well. And that's the
supreme sacrifice.

JW: Okay. How do you feel about the soldier image of the '?O's being so negative, and
now it's, now it's once again positive?

SM: Well, to be honest with you, I never thought about it that much. I think the, I think
the thing about the soldiers of the '70s and I don't know if it occurred then or not. But
when they made the Army an all-volunteer Army, I think that hurt. I think it hurt the
image of the military. And you say, "Well, you've got people in there that want to be in
there, and [inaudible] .. ..who don't have to be in there ." Well, I was in the Army with a
lot of people who had to be there, and they reacted as well as anybody who
volunteered to be there.

JW: So you think the government should not have ended the draft?
SM: Right. I think the draft is important. Not only to keep up the numbers in the
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military. But it keeps, it keeps the young people who are not [inaudible] ...Einstein's, it
takes them and takes two years of their lives and it changes them from young kids to
men, responsible men who are able to, to live in a society, whereas now they're having
a time.

JW: Do you think Vietnam ... do you think there's a division between before Vietnam and
after Vietnam, as far as kids today you are coming in contact with at the school? Did
the Vietnam era change the kids, change the attitudes and so forth?
SM: Well, maybe a little bit. But now the kids can't relate to Vietnam, because most of

these kids were born right after Vietnam. And they have no ... the only relation that they
have to it, is their father's maybe were in Vietnam or something like that. And no, the
young kids today can't relate to any military intervention in that respect.

JW: Okay. Well, is there any last impressions that you're like to share or tell the
people?
SM: I think the Vietnam war was one of those types of activities that the United States

military got into that uh ... they did not, they did not anticipate the public outcry that went
on in the '60s. Because I think the '60s were a period of turmoil within the American
people where they were anti-anti and the Vietnam War came along and we had to
intervene and the American people were against it. So the government pulled, pulled
the people, the military out, and the communists took over and we were going through a
period of trying to save face. (JW:

[inaudible]) Right. And I think history will say that

that was a sad moment in American history, the years of the Vietnam War.

JW: Do you think it was just a waste of life, of dollars, uh .. .. ?
-25 -

SM: If you look at the outcome, I think the time and the money and the lives that were
spent for the results, were, were not conducive to proper attitude at that time. I mean, I
thought ... we won the war and provided a democracy for the Vietnamese people. But
we did not, we failed. And I think we, I think we failed because we wanted to fail.

JW: Well, thank you very much.
SM: And tell everybody that I graduated from Marshall University and I got my master's
from Marshall University in 1972. (JW: Was that on the GI bill?) I was GI bill.

JW: So being a veteran helped you ....
SM: Yes, definitely being a veteran helped me to go to college . That's for sure.
JW: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Mullens. We appreciate your time.
SM: Thank you, Jesse.
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